
Page 1 Prison-to-Praise International Newsletter Winter Edition/December 2010 

www.prisontopraise.org                     Inmate Discipleship 
dave@prisontopraise.org                          Hope@prisontopraise.org 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Volume 4, Issue 4    Winter Edition    December 2010 

 
 

 



Page 2 Prison-to-Praise International Newsletter Winter Edition/December 2010 

 

 
ANGEL TREE 2010 

Angel Tree (AT) is booming!  New churches are doing it, networking with 3 inner city churches. Auburn state prison 
Chaplain Doug Ferry will provide the funds for the dinner for one of the big AT parties again this year. Many 
churches in the inner city are working together to support the one church hosting.  Another church we started from 
scratch 2 years ago will again take 200 children for a huge party December 19th. They did back to school with 150 AT 
children also last year. God is moving! We are developing follow-up plans for year around ministry and discipleship 
for the families with these churches as well. Psalms 150:1-6. 
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CORRESPONDENCE CORNER 
December 2010 

As I work with our students, I begin to see the dire consequences of sin.  Enclosed in my library 
surrounded by the blessings of education and health, I could easily forget that there are lives being 
destroyed by sin every day.   
 
Proverbs warns us not to be “full” and forget the Lord (Proverbs 30:9).  There are several ways to forget 
the Lord.  Oh, we may not forget that there is a God, or forget that He died for us, or forget that we have 
a home in heaven.  But do we forget that we were bought with a price and that our lives are not our 
own?  Do we forget that God hates sin? 
 
The book of Hebrews talks about the sin which “doth so easily beset us” (12:1) and the “deceitfulness of 
sin” (3:13).  Jeremiah 17:9 warns us, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?”  Here is Hebrews 3:13 in its entirety:  “But exhort one another daily, while it is called 
To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” 
 
So it is shown that although sin is deceitful, the heart is more deceitful.  Now, how easy is it for 
someone to forget that God hates sin?  We fight against darkness within (heart) and without (sin).  But 
God has not left us defenseless.  God offers us a way to overcome the darkness, to avoid being hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin.  The escape, the way out, is through the door of obedience.  As we are 
faithful to Him and His word, we have circumvented the heart and escaped the trap.  For indeed, faith is 
the victory.  Not the saving faith of believing in Jesus, but the life-changing faith of following Jesus. 
Are you obedient?  When the Holy Spirit prompts you to action, do you move or do you sit?  Consider 
Hebrews 5:8, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;”  Here 
is Christ, God in the flesh, do you think that He had to learn anything?  No, of course not, but Jesus did 
experience
 

 obedience.   

For example, we know that we should help those in need.  But until we are obedient and do, we do not 
experience the joy of giving.  Knowledge is not experience.  Christianity is not lived in an armchair.  It 
is lived by impacting those around us for Jesus.  And that is done through obedience.  The scripture says 
that He was made perfect (Hebrews 5:9) and so are we when we are obedient to Christ. 
 
When one of our students is convicted of sin and removes himself from the temptation, or sees another 
inmate and tries to tell him about Jesus, he is being obedient.  Maybe he is locked behind bars, but he is 
free in Christ, and made perfect in obedience.  There are many opportunities to be obedient, they all 
involve time and money.  There are people who need your time, missionaries and ministries that need 
your money, and churches that need both. 
 
Hebrews 3:14-15, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
steadfast  unto the end; While it is said, TO DAY IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS, AS IN THE 

PROVOCATION.”  My brothers and sisters, listen continually for His voice and make 2011 the year of 
obedience.   
 
May the Lord stand and receive you as He did Stephen, 
Tom Colarossi 
Program Manager 
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